Nyg atwa Ta IﬁZ@m a

A Coastal People of the Rufiji Delta

A

(Wa)Nygatwa:

Primary Location: TANZANIA / Pwani Region / Rufiji Delta Area/ Mbweratown
Population: 25,000

Languages: Kiswahili isthe common language of thislittle known people group who
call themselvesthe Nygatwa. They do say there is a Kinyagatwa language though it is
unclear as to whether this may be related to another local language or not.

Religious Beliefs: Iam isthe primary religion of these isolated people who have a
common bond with Isle Landers from Pembato Mafia. They also follow some of the
traditional beliefs common to Coastal peoples. It is unknown whether there are any Ny-
gatwa convertsto Christianity.

Sour ces of Income: Being mainly located on the many small Islands and peninsulas of
the Rufiji delta, the Nygatwa are primarily fishermen. Fish and seafood are sold to buy-
ers and companies who take the produce to Dar es Salaam or export it. A few raiserice
and other crops, watered by the rivers flood tide. There are some cattle herds and many
people sell Coconuts. Some are boat -builders, sometimes exporting their boats or the
lumber they get from the deltawhich is prized in Zanzibar and Pemba.

Needs of the Community: The Rufiji deltais extremely isolated and largely under-
developed. Most people use small boats to get around and rarely go far inland but will
commonly travel to Mafia, Zanzibar or Pemba. Many roads are practically impassable
during the rainy season and public transportation, which is hard to find on the land, is
impossible to provide in the water. Malaria and other diseases are a big problem while
medical facilities are few and far between. More schools are also needed but isolation
and difficulty of traveling have prevented development in these areas. Even with better
facilities, it would be difficult to attract and care for the doctors, teachers and others
needed to improve the standard of living in this rugged environment.
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