
(Wa)Ndengereko   
 
Primary Location: TANZANIA, Pwani Region / Rufiji District / Center Ikwiriri town 
 
Population: 110,000 
 
Languages:  Kiswahili is the primary language yet Kindengereko is still in use, espe-
cially by the older generation and those more remote, rural areas. Schools use Kiswahili 
and English for instruction and the Mosques use Kiswahili and Arabic. There are no 
known books written in the language of Kindengereko. 
 
Religious Beliefs: The primary religion along the coast is Islam. Many Mosques are 
vis ible, especially along the main roads, and madras schools are prevalent in the Rufiji 
area. Most people identify themselves with Islam although there is a strong dependence 
upon traditional religion as well. There are several active Christian missions in the area, 
including the RC, FPCT, TAG and others but few indigenous people participate in any 
of these churches with less than 1% Ndengereko people calling themselves Christian. 
 
Sources of Income:  Some Ndengereko are fishermen, using the Rufiji River and Indian 
Ocean to catch fish and seafood which is sold at local markets or purchased by represen-
tatives of larger companies. Many are farmers, keeping livestock and taking advantage 
of the rich Rufiji delta soil to grow rice, corn and beans. Some have orange groves, other 
fruit trees or cashew nut trees. Rufiji is also known as a location for Lumber production, 
especially local hardwoods which are logged and shipped to mills in Dar es Salaam. 
 
Needs of the Community:  The coastal area is largely under-developed. The main road 
is not completely paved and many secondary roads are impassable during rainy season. 
There are simply not enough schools or medical facilities for everyone. There are not 
enough sources for jobs nor technical training available, especially for young people, 
who find themselves with nothing to do but move away to Urban areas where they hope 
to find more opportunities.  
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