
(Wa)Maraba:   
 
Primary Location: TANZANIA, Mtwara Region, Mtwara District, Mikindani 
 
Population: 50,000 
 
Languages:  Kiswahili is the main language of the Maraba people. Though they are said 
to speak a specialized dialect of Kiswahili , it is unknown as to whether they have their 
own distinct language of Kimaraba. In the oral history of the Mikindani area, it is said 
that the Chimbuli and Machilembwe peoples were absorbed by the Maraba. The Maraba 
also share much in common with the Makwe people of Coastal No rthern Mozambique.  
 
Religious Beliefs: Like many other coastal peoples, the Maraba are strictly Muslim but 
hold strongly to their traditions. They are very close-knit and careful to maintain dis-
tance with mainland peoples, whom they consider to be ignorant and backward. There 
are few or no known Maraba Christians. 
 
Sources of Income:  Some Maraba are fishermen, living primarily along the Indian 
Ocean but also at the delta of the Ruvuma river. Many are businessmen, involved pri-
marily in local markets and retail but some in wholesale or export of fish or cash crops 
like Cashews. Others are unskilled laborers. 
 
Needs of the Community:  The South is somewhat separated from the rest of the coun-
try, due to the general lack of paved roads. Like their neighbors across the border in 
Northern Mozambique, some people live in areas completely inaccessible by car. Boats 
are commonly used though boat motors and gasoline are too expensive for most people. 
Better water and medical facilities are needed in some places. Illiteracy is high in this 
area and more, better schools are needed. Technical training and micro-enterprise initia-
tives are needed to help diversify sources of income.  
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